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   PRESIDENT'S THOUGHTS 
  Steve Ross 

 
Well, here we are in March moving into our 

third event of the year and the young lady (I 

couldn't find a Packard with a lady on the 

hood) on the Chevy playing the role of a 

hood ornament is pointing the way to fun 

and excitement.  If you have not signed up 

for the Borrego Springs weekend now would 

be a good time to do that.  Our brethren 

outside SoCal continue to enjoy winter but 

not their cars.  We are so lucky.   I guess 

one disadvantage for us driving our cars all 

the time is we wear them out faster plus all 

the maintenance associated with driving 

such as oil changes, lubrication, tire rotation etc.  Crap!  Maybe we are better 

off just to park 'em for the winter, NOT. 

 

After reading Richard's Selected Shorts, I wish I didn't know the ending.  

 

We do have some fun "stuff" coming up such as the La Jolla Concours.  This is 

a major cause for our club and our hopes are to generate more interest in our 

hobby, passion or obsession, pick one or all.  But, the best part is you will be 

compensated one half the registration fee when you arrive on the field.  It is 

like having a Pebble beach in your backyard.  I encourage you to not shy away 

because of the fancy French name Concours.  Remember the Yellow Peril has 

been in this show many times so there is nothing you can do that has not 

already been done.  The point is, hose the ol' gal off and bring her to the 

show.  I am referring to your Packard, you d---ass.  In May, guess what?  You 

get to drive your Packard again!  Marjo is leading us on a tour of the Veterans' 

Home in Chula Vista on Armed Forces Day.  Now what could be more 

appropriate than that?  Us ol' guys really like to see our old Kings and Queens 

on the road. 

 

The Lincoln Highway tour is drawing closer to start time and there are a few 

openings left I am told.  This is truly a wonderful exciting and even educational 

journey through many historical spots in our nation's history.  Who knows, 

maybe history will be made on this trip.  The first Packard to drive across 

these United States was in 1903.  Who knows the name of the first automobile 

to drive across the US of A and the year it was achieved?  

 

In this issue we bid farewell to one of our Club's founding members, Mr. Joe 

Whitaker, USN Retired.  Joe was a Packard man to the core and he liked 

nothing better than driving his Packard.  One of Joe's Packards, and his 

favorite, is still in the club and driven extensively by Brian Wagner.  Brian has 

written a very nice tribute to Joe in this issue of the Predictor.  We wish Joe 

fair winds and a following sea.  
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THE ANNUAL PACKARDS INTERNATIONAL  
MEMBERSHIP MEET 

 
The fun began Friday morning February 13 with a tour of the Joe Conzonire Automobile Collection.  Joe has a 

very nice collection of brass era cars and early 1950's White and Peterbilt trucks.  The star of the show was a 

1903 Packard Model F. 

 

The model F was the beginning of Packard advancements and 

this was the model that Tom Fetch drove across the United 

States from San Francisco to New York in 1903 and was 

dubbed “The Old Pacific”.  The original “Old Pacific” is in the 

Henry Ford Museum. 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

An exact copy of the Old Pacific is in the 

Packard Museum in Warren, Ohio.  The 

Story of the journey was documented by 

Marcus Krarup a writer for Automobile 

Magazine who rode with Fetch on the long 

arduous trek across the desert of Nevada 

and beyond. Tom Fetch kept a journal of 

the trip as well as numerous photos. 

 

 

 

  

Old Pacific arriving in Carson City Nevada on June 24, 1903 

 

              

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

                                                                        

Arriving in New York in late August 1903 

 

The Packard made the trip with no major breakdowns.  Getting fuel was one of the 

major obstacles.  

 



San Diego Region Predictor P a g e 3 M a r c h  2 0 1 5  

 

     This is an advertisement for the Packard 

Model F describing the virtues and 

qualities of the Model.  It won many 

awards according to the ad. 

 

 From the Conzonire collection we went to 

the garage of Aaron Weiss where we were 

treated to large collection of Packard,  

Cadilliac, and Rolls Royce Automobiles.  

Aaron also has a few Marmons, Auburns 

and Mercedes-Benz.  He presently has a 

Duesenberg in restoraton.  Aaron has 

large trophy cases filled with awards from 

every major concours in the U.S.  Nearly 

all of his American made automobiles are 

from the mid-1930's era which many 

collectors consider the high watermark of 

design and elegance.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Aaron Weiss Packard Collection 
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Bright and early Saturday morning Packards began to arrive for the “Big Show”.  It was a cool, sunny 

morning and there were coffee, water and an assortment of pastries for the Packard drivers and show staff.  

The cars were expertly parked and prepared for the arrival of the judges.  The judging team arrived on 

scene carrying their clip boards, score sheets and sporting a stern all-business look.  I swear “Buttercup” 

gave an expression of “Yipes, I am glad I am not being judged", whereas the Yellow peril would have said 

"I don't need no stinkin' judges”.  Our San Diego Region had four Packards on the field and two were 

judged.  Many of the San Diego Region Packards at the meet are already Circle of Champions winners, 

save one and it is just in a circle. It takes a really nice Packard to get in the Circle of Champions. 

 

Steve Halluska and his freshly 

restored 1941 Packard 110 

Convertible.  Steve is a brand-

new member and this is the first 

event for him.  Steve was 

awarded second place in the pre-

war Junior Open with 204.5 

points.  Congratulations, Steve! 

 

                               

 

 
 

 

                       
 

Miss Daisy patiently awaits her Master, Mr. Mark, to 

return from photographing every Packard in the show 

for the slide presentation during the awards 

ceremonies.             
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Best of Show Pre War – 238.25 points - 1948 2232-2279 2 door Convertible 

Ed & Judy Thompson, Indian Wells, CA 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Best of Show Pre-War – 246.50 points - 1929 645 Convertible Sedan 

Mike Harrah, Santa Ana, CA 
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Our own San Diego Region: Tom O’Hara’s 1934 Beauty took third place in the pre-war Senior Open 

Class with 233.75 points.  Congratulations, Tom! 

 

 

 

  

 
 

Above is what we call a “Specialty Car”.  It is a custom made vehicle powered by a WWII Packard 

Twelve Marine Engine which was used in the U.S Navy's famous PT-Boats.  This engine produces 

over 1500 horse power 

   
Art and Linda Wesselman's 1941 Woodie.  Art                             

and Linda are new members of our region.  Many of 
us know Art from his assistance at Cruisin' Grand 
every year.  Welcome aboard Art and Linda. 
 

 

An anonymous Packard at 

the meet.  Only 100 points 

away from the Circle of 
Champions. 
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A FAREWELL TO JOE 
Brian Wagner 

 

The San Diego Region of Packards International mourns the passing of Founding Member, Joe Whitaker.  Joe 

passed away at his home in San Diego on November 3.  He was 85 years old. 

 

Joe was born March 5, 1929 in Texarkana, Texas.  He joined the United States Navy when he was 16 years 

old and saw duty on submarines during his nineteen year naval career.  He was married to his wife Pauline 

for 67 years.  We extend our condolences and sympathy to her. 

 

In his own words, Joe once recounted the genesis of our local club: “Steve Cullen had a 1936 Packard and I 

was driving my Packard around here in San Diego and he came up side of me and hollered and asked me if I 

wanted to start a club.  So that is how it got started here in San Diego." 

 

“I went on as many tours as I could.  My wife Pauline and I were working, but we always took our vacations 

to coincide with the National Tours.  The fun of owning old cars for me was working on them and driving 

them. It was more important that they were mechanically sound. That is where I always put my money.  It 

seemed like on our tours that the cars that were all shiny and good looking were the ones that had 

mechanical problems.  We never broke down on any of the tours.  The longest was a 3,100 mile tour we took 

to San Antonio and drove all around Texas." 

 

“My first Packard was a 1936 V-12 Coupe Roadster that I had in Texas before I came to California.  I ended 

up owning five different Packards – the ’36 Coupe, a ’48 Custom Eight, a ’56 Executive 300, a ’54 Clipper 

and a '40 120 which was my favorite.  I ended up owning that one for thirty-six years.  I always liked the 

style of the ’40, and it just drove so well and cruised along easy.” 

 

Joe was a quiet and dignified man.  We would not be celebrating the fortieth anniversary of the San Diego 

Region this year if it were not for people like Joe who were dedicated to our marque and what Packard stood 

for: integrity, confidence, pride and quality.    Like the car, like the man. 

 

      
Joe getting ready for a show.     Accepting his award as Pauline looks on.

               
 

 
Joe and Pauline 
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OUR NEXT OVERNIGHT EVENT OF THE YEAR 
 

 

 

 

Yes, you read that correctly. The San Diego Region has voted to join the Mercedes-Benz Club of America in 
March 2015 for a fun filled weekend of driving your Packard, socializing, dining and having fun. 

 

When:  March 20-22, 2015 
Where: Borrego Springs Resort and Spa, Borrego Springs, CA 
 Cost :$313 per couple or $276 for a single 
 
Suitable trophies will awarded befitting the Packard Marque for those who excel in the graded events. 
 

What you get: Two nights in a deluxe room, plated dinner and loads of Packard fun! 

 
Schedule of events include: No-host cocktail party Friday night, Saturday morning a gymkhana and at high noon, a 
rallye through the Anza- Borrego Blooming Desert, where you will see prehistoric life sized dinosaurs and other 
animals. Saturday evening an awards banquet where exquisite awards will be presented to the winning rallye 
teams and individuals excelling in the gymkhana.  I know some may be asking: What is a gymkhana?.  It is pretty simple 
and easy the way we do it.  You weave your way through a series of cones, park the Packard and then come back and 
stop at a cone. Those who do this the best and fastest win a prize. The rallye is a drive through the "bloomin desert" 
of Anza-Borrego and yes, the flowers should be in full bloom then. If you choose not to run for the prize you may just use 
the rallye as a tour. 

 
Below is the gymkhana being run by the Mercedes-Benz folk. The cones will be spaced to accommodate our more 

generously proportioned Packards. 

 

  

 

 

Menu choices: Top sirloin, with sweet onion and mushroom wine sauce, mashed potatoes and veggies du jour 
or 

Cuban Style Roasted Pork with steamed rice, black beans, fried plantations with mojo sauce 

or 
Red Snapper topped with tangy Veracruz Sauce, basmati rice and veggies du jour 
 
Name(s): .   Automobile:    
 

Number in party: .  Amount enclosed:   
 

Menu:   Top Sirloin .  Cuban Style Roasted Pork. . Red Snapper Vera Cruz    
 

Send check made out to MBCA San Diego Section to: Steve Ross. 16151 Fruitvale Road, Valley Center , CA 92082. 
Reservations required by March 5, 2014 . More info? Call Steve Ross 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net. 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net
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LA JOLLA CONCOURS d'ELEGANCE 

Sunday, April 12, 2015 - 9:00 AM 

 
The La Jolla Concours is becoming one of the 

premier car shows in Southern CA and is in our 
own backyard.  Some of our members have 

shown their cars here in the past and have 
done rather well.  Your Board of Directors has 

commented on numerous occasions about the 
number of very nice Packards we have in our 

region.  After much discussion, the board 
reached the conclusion that we should have 

these great Packards displayed at a prestigious 
car show such as La Jolla.  La Jolla is very 

close and most of us can drive our Packards to 

the show.  The board further resolved that it was just too great of an opportunity for us to 
show our Packards to the rest of the world.  The board voted on and approved the 

following for the next La Jolla Concours d'Elegance in April 2015.  
 

Any San Diego Region member who enters their Packard and is accepted for the Concours 
will be reimbursed for one half the registration fee.  This offer applies to only one 

Packard per member and the owner will be paid half of the registration fee on the 
field the day of the Concours.  This registration fee this year is $175.00.  So for only 

$87.50 you will receive 2 tickets to the reception Saturday evening.  This is a very nice 
reception and food and drinks are free.  On the day of the show you will have two tickets 

to the VIP luncheon where again all and food and drinks are free.  Two chairs are provided 
by the Concours for your convenience.  You may not use your own chairs  

 
 Packards eligible for entrance, any Packard produced from 1899 to 1948.         

 You may enter to be judged or for display only.  Getting your car judged is 

recommended.  One just never knows when they will win an award. 
 

Go to the website https://www.lajollaconcours.com/ for more information on this event  
 

The club is going to ask the Concours organizers if we may enter as a group and be parked 
together as a club. 

 
If you think this is an event you would like to be a part of, please contact Steve 

Ross at 619-508-3925, inewsx@sbcglobl.net or 16151 Fruitvale Road, Valley 
Center, CA 92802.  We are working on the logistics of this show NOW. 

  

https://www.lajollaconcours.com/
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2015 Armed Forces Day 
The San Diego Region of PI  

Needs You!!! 

 
Saturday, May 16, 2015 

10:30am-2:00pm 
Veteran's Home of California- Chula Vista 

700 East Naples Court 

Chula Vista, CA 
 

Come bring your car and cheer our veterans living at the VA Home on the 

occasion of their Founders Day, Armed Forces Day, May 16th. There will be more 
than 1,000 in attendance and reserved parking for our cars will add to the day’s 

cheer. Limited to first 10 cars that sign up by May 1, 2015. 
 

RSVP:  Marjo Dyer   miller.marjo@gmail.com     619.226.2747 
 

Complete the information below and send to Marjo along with the insurance 

waiver so that you may participate. 

 
Name:  

________________________________________________________________
_ 

 
Car- Make, Model Year:  

________________________________________________________________
_ 

 
  

mailto:miller.marjo@gmail.com
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Selected Shorts  

(a continuing article including short stories and articles from our members) 

By Richard Schauer 
 

Did you enjoy part one of the Automobile Quarterly first year reproduction featuring the Packard 
Motor Car Company?  Well, following is part two.  Sorry to keep everyone in suspense, but this will 
continue for one more month.  Enjoy!  
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This photo was taken at the Packard Plant on East Grand Ave the day the plant shut 

down.  Their expression pretty much says it all. 
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The first Packard" Ol' Number One" and a new 1950 Packards.  Photo taken in 1950. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/photo.php?fbid=424695461022435&set=gm.10152818525608757&type=1
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Packard cars go for a road test inside the grounds 
of the vast Packard plant on East Grand Boulevard 
in Detroit in 1905. The plant was built in 1903 
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Henry B. Joy, President of The Packard Motor Car 
Company, test drives a new 1905 Packard.  At the 
time, engineers debated whether to produce chain-
drive or shaft-drive cars. Another 
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TO BE CONTINUED  
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I HAVE SOMETHING TO TELL YOU 

 
In the most unlikely event you have not renewed your membership in our great club; the 

March 2015 issue (this one) will be the last Predictor you will receive.  The thought of not 
being a part of this great group of Packard enthusiasts is frightening and depressing to 

me.  Not only will you not get the Predictor you will not receive the Packards International 
Magazine, nor will you be aware of the great tours and other events the club provides for 

you to enjoy with your Packard.  In addition to all this, you will missed by all of us and we 
will wonder how you are and how your vintage Packard is getting along.  

 
Here is how you may stop all these bad things from happening:  Send $45.00 to Packards 

International along with $15.00 for your local San Diego Region.  
 

Let's help out our membership chairman out this year and renew on time so poor Karl doesn't 
have to call us 2 or 3 times. 

 
For your convenience a membership application/renewal form is on the next page. 

 

If you do not renew your membership, this is the last 

Predictor you will ever receive!  You heard correctly EVER!   
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BUND CONCOURS d"Elegance 
Shanghai, China 

A 1928 Packard Model 443 takes Best in Show at the second annual Bund Concours d'Elegance in Shanghai, 

China in November of 2014.  This Packard is owned by Mr. Gao Lu.  A 1940 Mercedes-Benz 320 Model A 

Cabriolet owned by Arthur Bechtel took home the Pre-1950 People’s Choice Award.  This is becoming a 

premier Concours on a par with Pebble Beach.  Sandra Button, the Chairman of the Pebble Beach Concours 

d’Elegance, returned as the chief judge. 

 

     
   

 

 
 

 
There was also a 1942 Packard Clipper entered in the show.  Other entries included a 1935 Hudson 

Terraplane; 1935 Rolls-Royce Phantom II; 1937 Rolls-Royce Phantom III; 1940 Mercedes-Benz 320 Model A 

Cabriolet; 1948 Chrysler Town and Country; 1959 Mercedes-Benz 190 SL Roadster; 1963 Jaguar E-Type 

Roadster; 1965 Ford Shelby Cobra, and 1966 Ferrari 330 GT.  

  



San Diego Region Predictor P a g e 23 M a r c h  2 0 1 5  

 

THE GOOD OL' DAYS? 
 
A prototype armored vehicle.    

How does he see where he is shooting?  How was the recoil handled?  This weapon of war presents a lot of 
questions. 

 

  
 
 From a 1931 issue of Popular Mechanics, an idea 

was proposed to identify hit-and-run drivers by 
means of a special device on the bumper which 
ejects identification discs bearing the car's license 
number and name of the driver when a victim is 

struck. Now this is an idea we can get behind! ED.  

Does this mean the driver does not have to stop?! 
 
 

The dog sack gives road kill a whole new meaning.  I truly 

believe if these devices were sold today someone would 
buy one.  I wonder what the SPCA and other like 
organizations would do if they saw this lash-up going down 

the road.  We don't have running boards today but some 
of us could use this on our Packard.  

 
I am sure the disks to identify you to whom you ran over, 
shown above, would not fly today.  The ad says when 

victim hits the bumper is it pushed back ejecting a disk, 
Right.  I see absolutely no problem with this setup.  There 

was another product offered during this period that had a 
wire basket on the front of the vehicle to catch the victim 
when you hit him.  This would work much better as you 

would not have to replace disks as you ran over people.  
You could just proceed to your next to stop and check out 

what or whom you had caught.  This might be a bit 
dangerous as the victim would most likely be really peed-
off. 
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2015 Activities Calendar 

Listed below is the 2015 calendar of events officially sponsored by the San Diego Region of 

Packards International Motor Car Club.  Also included are National PI events sponsored by PI 

headquarters or one of its regions. You must be a member of Packards International to attend 

officially sponsored events. 

 

Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the location 

or setting of the tour. 

Month Date Event Description Location Tour Director(s) 

Mar 20-22 Overnight Tour with Mercedes Benz Club  Borrego Springs Steve Ross  

Apr 12 La Jolla Concours d'Elegance  La Jolla Steve Ross  

May 16 Veteran's Home Event & Lunch  Chula Vista Marjo Miller  

June 19 Packard Night at Escondido's Cruisin' Grand  Escondido Mark Burnside 

Jun-Jul 26-10 Packards International National Tour: 2015 Lincoln 
Highway Henry B. Joy Tour  

Detroit to San 
Francisco 

Lincoln Highway Association 
(Mark Burnside is Tour Director 
 for PI participants) 

Jul 26 Rally in South Bay  Barrett Lake  Steve Ross & Marjo Miller  

Aug 9 Balboa Park Picnic  Balboa Park  Scott & Kristine Napora  

Sep 19 Old Highway 80 Tour to McNeil Ranch  McNeil Ranch  Richard Schauer  

Oct 23-25 Overnight Tour to Palm Springs  Palm Springs Richard Schauer  

Nov 15 Wash & Shine Show at Leo Carillo Ranch  Carlsbad  Phil Pizzuto  

Dec 13 Christmas Party at Lazy H Ranch  Valley Center Steve Ross  

Jan 
(2016)  

1 Brunch at Hotel del Coronado  Coronado Steve Ross  

 
 

http://www.borregospringschamber.com/
https://www.lajollaconcours.com/
https://www.calvet.ca.gov/VetHomes/Pages/Chula-Vista.aspx
http://cruisingrand.com/
http://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/tour/2015/
http://www.lincolnhighwayassoc.org/tour/2015/
http://sdfish.com/lakes/barrett-reservoir
http://www.sandiego.com/balboa-park
http://www.aaroads.com/california/us-080_ca.html
http://triadapalmsprings.com/
http://www.carrillo-ranch.org/
http://lazyhranchresort.com/
http://hoteldel.com/restaurant-coronado/

