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PACKARDS INTERNATIONAL MOTOR CAR CLUB 

 SAN DIEGO REGION 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS - Mark Your Calendar 
 

 October 13-15:  Idyllwild weekend - Page 4 
 November:  DARK (no event)  ENJOY THE THANKSGIVING HOLIDAY. 
 December 9:  Christmas Party. NOTE DATE CHANGE 

 

Our board meetings are held the first Tuesday of every month at Marie 
Callendar's, 515 13th St, Escondido CA at 7:00 pm 
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE 
By Richard Schauer 
 

As I write I can feel how our club’s annual 
schedule of events has switched gears and 
substantially throttled back. Many clubs schedule 
events once every other month. I cannot ever 
recall a time when our club did that, not at all, 
throwing in a mix of planned and unplanned 
events. To me this is exciting. Certainly it is 
impossible for our members to attend all these 
fine events but the nice thing is the 
opportunities are out there on the table to be 
considered and acted upon if so desired. My wish 
as club president is to continue this policy into 
the future. Your job as members of this great 
association is to select those things that interest 
you and come join the fun with your Packard.  

 
Fall is here! YIKES!  How did that happen so fast? That means elections are here. Yes, our 
club is in fact a democracy; you have a voice in who leads. We are soliciting volunteers to 
join the board. While I do not expect radical changes to our board structure we are always 
interested in new people coming on board. New people bring fresh ideas and direction. So, if 
you are interested, please contact any active board member right away! We would be most 
pleased to discuss the “jobs” with you.  
 
Karen and I recently returned from a lengthy trip to France. After a few days’ stay in Paris 
we toured the country by train, visiting a variety of towns, all of them spectacular. Included 
was a brief stay in Amboise, where we toured Close Luce, the final home of Leonardo da 
Vinci.  The Great One lived his final days there in the house of a nobleman, and when he 
died in 1519 he asked to be buried beneath a chapel on the grounds of the Amboise 
Chateau (or castle to us peasants).  It was an honor for us to pay our respects to that great 
man.  As an aside that has absolutely nothing to do with my story but is interesting 
nonetheless, Leonardo was buried there for about 350 years.  During the French revolution 
the chapel was destroyed, but fortunately Leonardo’s resting place was not defiled.  In 1852 
a search was conducted to find the Grand Master.  His grave was in fact discovered and 
verified, and he was then moved to a new crypt in the nearby St. Hubert Chapel, where he 
rests to this very day.  But that is not why I bring him up.  Up until a week ago I lived under 
the assumption that the motorcar was invented by a German named Benz in the 1880’s.  
WRONG!  The Great One Leonardo da Vinci invented the car.  It operated using a complex 
mechanism that resembled the main spring of a watch, where the power came from the 
spring tension which turned gears.  Yes, Leonardo’s car was environmentally friendly!  The 
museum in the basement of Clos Luce contained models of over forty da Vinci inventions, 
most of which are jaw-dropping in their creativity.  Da Vinci invented the ball bearing, and 
two models show his idea in motion.  He also invented the gear driven winch, which 
converts rotating power to linear.  I could go on and on with his wonderful marvels.  

Everyone is urged to get a book; you will be flat amazed!  So now we 
all know who really invented the car. 
 
The sole September event was the tour from Del Mar to Vista.  At the 
last minute tour plans changed due to a mishap with Ernie Follis.  He 
took a fall, hurting himself but thankfully not breaking anything, 
necessitating a big change to our plans.  Please see the article later in 
this issue.  We all wish Ernie a speedy recovery indeed! 
 
Idyllwild:  It looks like we have a nice group of people signed up for the 
fall weekend tour for the Art & Wine Walk.  If our current weather holds 

we should enjoy a fine fall weekend up in the Mile High Community.  If you don’t want to stay overnight, why don’t you drive 
up for the day, enjoy our hospitality suite, and perhaps stay for dinner at the Gastronome?  We’d love to see you. 
 
Before long the holidays will be upon us.  I can already taste the great prime rib at the Lazy-H! Be sure to mark your calendar 
for our club’s December 9th Christmas party. Until then don’t forget to take your Packard out for a spin or two! 
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Members of the Board of Directors, 
Officers, and Committee Chairs of 
the San Diego Region of Packards 
International Motor Car Club: 

 
President: Richard Schauer 
(760) 212-4028. 
richard1934@sbcglobal.net 

 
Vice President: Tim Pestotnik 
tim@pestotnik.com 

 
Treasurer & Newsletter Editor: 
Steve Ross (619) 508-3925 
inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

 
Secretary & Historian: Brian 
Wagner 
wagnerindy@sbcglobal.net 

 
Membership Chair: Karl Ramsing 
(760) 726-595 
kpramsing@sbcglobal.net 

 
Projects Chair: Paul Santy 
(760) 434-2503 
pjsanty@sbcglobal.net 

 
Webmaster and Newsletter 
Publisher: Mark Burnside 
(619) 322-9340 
markburnside@cox.net 
---------------------------------------------- 
National: 
Web: www.PackardsInternational.com 
Email: info@PackardsInternational.com 

San Diego Region: 
Web: www.PackardSanDiego.com 
Email: info@PackardSanDiego.com 
 
 

IT'S HOLLWEEN SO KEEP AN EYE 
OUT FOR THIS GHOST PACKARD 

 

Da Vinci's spring 
driven vehicle 
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Tour to Vista Village Pub 
Richard Schauer 

   
 

The best laid plans of mice and men as they once said, can 
with one stroke be laid waste.  In this instance our planned 

fall tour did not go by the wayside, 
but for a brief time was in serious 
jeopardy.  Venerable Ernie Follis 
injured himself in a fall one week 
before the tour.  Fortunately for us, 
Ernie did not do serious damage to 
himself, and for that we are all 
relieved and grateful.  Understand-
ably he could no longer host three car 
clubs at his garage. 
 
In my absence Steve Ross picked up 

the ball and ran with it.  It was deemed the tour would 
proceed, albeit from a new location in Del Mar, and the end 
would still be the Vista Village Pub.  Word went out and 
while there was still some confusion up to the last minute 
most people understood what had transpired and what the 
new plan was.  
 

Karen and I drove to Del Mar caravanning with Mark 
Burnside on what turned out to be a perfectly wonderful 
Saturday morning.  Del Dios Highway was packed with 
bicycle riders out taking advantage of the perfect fall 
weather.  At the Albertson’s shopping center we met up 
with Barbara Daigle (CCCA) with granddaughter Athena in 
her charge and then Steve Ross and Carol arrived shortly 
thereafter with friend Mateo.  We left right away for Vista 
taking local streets nearly the entire way.  Parking around 
downtown Vista did not prove to be a problem, and we met 
up with others who drove straight there for the luncheon. 
   

Mike Adams was 
there representing 
CCCA this time, 
and his chief 
mechanic Ruben 
was with him.  
Gary Marchetti was 
there with wife 
Amy.  It is always 
exciting to hear the 
latest news on his 
’31 826 sedan, 
which keeps 
coming home  with 

Sam Judd, Ruben, Gary Marchetti , Rick Habicht 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Rick Habicht brought his 
stunning ’37 LeBaron Town  Car. 

 
 
 
 
 

one first place award after another.  Phil Pizzuto showed 
photos of progress on the engine rebuild for Evelyn.  Mark 
Ballerini has completed the engine work and it looks 
beautiful.  Testing needs to be done and then it will be time 
to reinstall everything into the now empty engine 
compartment.  Brian Wagner was there as well, free at last 
from his job for one day.  Rick Habicht brought his stunning 
’37 LeBaron town car.  Sam Judd attended as well.  The 
last time I saw Sam was at the Connie McNeil memorial 
tour.  It was great to see Sam again and look forward to 

the next time.  Sam has a 
large car collection and is 
active in AACA.  
 

New member Joe Koller 
came as well behind the 
wheel of his 1936 120 
coupe.  Joe is an interesting 
man.  A Viet Nam war 
veteran and helicopter pilot 

Joe still flies and trains others. He has owned his ’36 for 2 
years and has only recently gotten his Packard running. We 
look forward to seeing more of Joe and his Packard. 
Barbara’s granddaughter Athena nearly stole the show with 

her sweet charm. 
  

Mateo Antonio, Mark Burnside and  
Brian Wagner 
 
 

Seventeen people attended in 
all. One thing I learned is you 
don’t have to schedule 
something fancy to get 
Packard people to turn out. If 

you schedule it, they will come, and everyone has a great 
time. We are a pretty easy bunch to get along with and 
never run out of subjects to talk about. 
 

Carol Ross, Athena, Barbara Daigle, Brian Wagner, Mark Burnside 
and Mateo Antonio 
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Gary Marchetti, Rick Habicht, Barbara Daigle, Amy Marchetti, 
Phil Pizzuto and Richard Schauer  
 
 
 
 

 

Rick Habicht, Barbara Daigle, Mike Adams, Brian, Mark, Mateo, 
Athena, Barbara and Amy Marchetti  
 
 
    

    
 

 
PI  San  Diego  Region  Fall  Tour 
Friday, Saturday,  and  Sunday | October  13 - 15 

 

 
The Fall Tour is always a great time. The days grow short, the setting in this Mile High Community is perfect. Do not miss out on 
the fun! Escape from the hubbub of daily life, breathe in the fresh mountain air, hear the breeze flowing through the pines, gaze 
up at Taquitz, dust off your Packard, and enjoy the company of friends in this jewel amidst the San Jacinto Mountains 
 

The tour coincides with Idyllwild’s 20th Annual Art and Wine Walk festival 

 
• Address: Idyllwild Inn, 5400 Village Center Rd, P. O. Box 515, Idyllwild CA 92549 

 
• Reservations: Call Josh at 951-659-255 

 
• Date and cost: Friday and Saturday nights October 13 & 14, $143 per night ($286 for both nights) 

 
• Ask for the Packard Club block of rooms, which are theme rooms w/queen beds (some have kings) 

 
• Everyone is urged to call and secure their reservation soon, for as we all know time flies and some of us can forget. 

 
• Note: guests are welcome. 

 
The Idyllwild Inn is in the center of town, an easy walking distance to virtually all attractions. Enjoy shopping for antiques, art, 
books, jewelry, curios, or just about whatever you want. Or, just hang out at the Inn or across the street outside at Joanne’s 
Diner. Take a hike up at Humber Park if you like. Bring your bike. 

 
Friday evening dinner will be wherever everyone wants to go. Saturday reservations will be made at the Gastronome, the 
upscale restaurant a one-minute walk from our rooms. 

 
As is our custom, a room is dedicated a hospitality suite, where members and guests can enjoy snacks, libation, and good and 
good conversation. 
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     HAPPY HOLIDAYS!  GET READY to PARTY 

at the lazy h 
 
 

Yes, it is that time of year that we all look forward to. Celebrating 
the Holidays, Christmas, New Year's and much, much more. By 
popular demand, the club is returning to the Lazy H in Pauma 
Valley. The prime rib will be hot and ready for us, and for those who 
prefer seafood, there will be red snapper. The “Chinese” gift 
exchange will be the highlight of our party. That means each 
person, who wants to participate, brings a gift valued at $25 or 
less. For those who may not have had this experience it is a lot of 
fun. We are serving your choice of Prime Rib of Beef, Red Snapper 
or a Veggie meal with chef's choice of dessert. Here is the critical 
data needed for the party. This event is one our best attended so 
get your reservation in early. It is possible for us to fill the John 
Wayne room quickly.  
 

 
THE JOHN WAYNE ROOM AKA 
THE PACKARD ROOM 

         
COST: $40 PER PERSON 
 
Number in party: (     )                     
                                      
Menu  Selection:  Prime Rib Number (     ) 
 
Red  Snapper:  Number  (     ) 
 
Veggie: Number  (     ) 
 
Lazy H is located at  16787 CA-76, Pauma Valley , CA 

 
BE THERE AT 12:00 NOON                 
 
Send check made out to PI San Diego Region to Steve Ross, 16151 Fruitvale Rd., Valley Center, CA 92082. 
Questions, contact Steve at 619-508-3925 or inewsx@sbcglobal.net 

 
 
 

Drive your Packard and receive a free drink of your choice. 
 

mailto:inewsx@sbcglobal.net�
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Copy of the 1929 summer issue of 
 the Packard magazine 
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Karl Ramsing's Packard 
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MONTEREY WEEK AND PEBBLE BEACH 
 

PI San Diego Region members, spouses and friends joined the Mercedes-Benz Club for the Monterey Week and 
Pebble beach, and some auctions.  The Mercedes-Benz President flew up on the Packard Club jet and was met 
at the airport with Tim Pestotnik the Vice President of the Packard Club and Catherine and Jim Woolsey. 
 

We started out the week with breakfast in Carmel-by-the-Sea at the Little Swiss Cafe and then watched the 
Pebble Beach Tour d'Elegance autmobiles arrive on Ocean Boulevard.  This is a free Pebble Beach view of most 
of the cars that will be on the field Sunday for the big Show.  This is a common man's opportunity to be up 
close and personal with some really nice automobiles and maybe rub elbows with a celebrity.   The rest of the 
week was spent looking at cars, eating, looking at cars, eating, looking at cars, eating --and a little shopping. 
    

ON OCEAN BOULEVARD 
     (Getting photos on Ocean Blvd without distractions is almost impossible) 
 
Packard Club, San Diego VP Tim Pistotnik,  
Caterine and Jim Woolsey with Michael Cooper.   
Note the leaders are on the phone coordinating a link up with Jay?                                        

 
This Packard has been parked on Ocean Boulevard 
for the past four or five years. It is not in the 
concours and I have no idea who it belongs to.  I 
have heard it is from San Diego but I don't think it 
is. 

 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1915 Packard 2-38 six Runabout.  Looked to be 
original. Winner of Tony Hulman Trophy 

1932 Deluxe Eight Sport Phaeton 

1937 120 Eight Darrin Convertible 
Victoria 

1934 1107 Twelve Coupe Roadster 
1934 Twelve Dietrich Convertible 
Sedan 

1937 1508 Convertible 
Sedan 
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OTHER ACTIVITIES 
 
 

1934 Packard 1207 Brewster Limousine 
1932 Packard 904 Deluxe Eight Dietrich Sport Phaeton.  Second 
place in Packard Class.  * You may note that the Deluxe Eight and 
Twin Six look like the same car.  They are not.   

1932 Packard 906 Twin six Dietrich Convertible 
Victoria.  The only example  known to exist.  
Runner up for Best in Show, first place in 
Packard Class and Elegance in Motion award.   
 
 
 

1939 Packard 1703 Super Eight Darrin Convertible 
Vi t i  
 
 

1929 Deluxe Eight Dietrich Runabout  

Jim & Catherine Woolsey and 
Tim Pestotnik at Old 
Fisherman's Wharf 

1912 Packard  up for auction at 
Gooding.  It sold for$286,000  

1929 Packard Dual Cowl Sport Phaeton. 
It sold for $319,000 

The  Classic Car club Award went to a  
1940 Packard 1807 Custom Eight Rollson 
Sport Sedan. (photo courtesy of pebble 
Beach gallery) 
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Did you know? 
 

Grandpa sez  "Look both wayS before you screw up" 
 

                                     OCD. There is no cure.     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While the "boys" were at the auction the girls were shopping.  It was reported that they thrown out 
of a shop in Pacific Grove!  I know, can't take 'em anywhere.  They went to the breach but was it 
before or after the shop incident?  Probably after. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was a great four days of car fun and man does get to see a lot of rare and exotic automobiles 
and also rare and different people.  Hope we do it again next year. 

1938 Twelve 
Convertible Victoria.  No 
sale at over $450K 

Catherine Woolsey is taking the poor 
man's bribe money 

Catherine, Joanne and Amber on the beach 

CALIFORNIA, STILL LEADING THE WAY IN OH SO MANY AREAS.  
CASKETS ON SALE AT FOREST LAWN.  YOU MAY ORDER ANY MAKE 
AND MODEL YOU WANT.  THEY HAD A BOTH AT THE LA COUNTY 
FAIR. 



Predictor September 2017 Packards International San Diego Region Page 15  

 

 
MEMBERS' CORNER 

FOR SALE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This 1955 Packard Patrician is a candidate for restoration. All the parts are there,  
frame is straight and the car is relatively rust free. This was the top of the line for 
Packard in 1955 and has the new Packard V8 for 1955. ASKING $1500. Call Ray 
Mercado at 619-947-2202 for more information.  If no answer please leave a 
message 

 
1948 327 Packard engine for sale, complete rebuild, nothing left untouched, call for details, Mark 
Ballerini 760 473-4224 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1956 Packard Clipper Custom. 28,753 original miles, original interior, paint is 3 years old. Mechanic 
owned and runs excellent. New air conditioner added and works perfectly. Call for more details. 
Located in Orange, CA.  Call Eddy at 
 
949-929-3277, $22,000 
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Packards International Motor Car Club 
 

San Diego Region 

2017 Calendar of Events 
 

Listed below is the 2017 calendar of officially sponsored events by the San Diego Region of Packards International Motor Car 
Club. Also included are National PI events as sponsored by PI headquarters or one of its regions. You must be a member of 
Packards International Motor Car Club to attend officially sponsored events. 

 
Click on any of the event descriptions shown in blue text to see more information about the location or setting 
of the tour. 

 
 

Month 
 

Date Event Name/Description 
 

City 
 

Tour Director 
         

Oct  13-15  Idyllwild Fall Tour  Idyllwild  Richard Schauer 
         

Nov    * NO EVENT IN NOVEMBER *     

Dec  9  San Diego Region Christmas Party  Valley Center  Steve Ross 
 

http://idyllwildinn.com/�
http://lazyhranchresort.com/�
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